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Alignment to Learning Forward 
Standards
•The federal education law, Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), redefines professional 
development with a purposeful influence from Learning Forward. 

•Learning Forward, a national association recognized as leaders in professional learning, 
has established standards for professional learning that set a high bar for quality 
learning experiences. 

•This session aligns to the following standard(s):
✓Leadership  Professional learning that increases educator effectiveness and 

results for all students requires skillful leaders who develop capacity, advocate, 
and create support systems for professional learning.

✓Learning Designs Professional learning that increases educator effectiveness 
and results for all students integrates theories, research, and models of human 
learning to achieve its intended outcomes. 

✓Implementation Professional learning that increases educator effectiveness 
and results for all students applies research on change and sustains support for 
implementation of professional learning for long-term change.

https://learningforward.org/standards-for-professional-learning
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Sessions Goals

• Introduce the Programs of Excellence
• Discuss the Safe and Healthy Schools Rubric and how 

it aligns with the WSCC model
• Discuss funding sources for programs and activities 

that support Safe and Healthy Schools 



Champions of Excellence
● Programs of Excellence 

Expands Focus to Whole-Child 
Approach

● Creates Public Visibility on 
Dashboard

● Allows Schools to Opt-In
● Champion Excellent Programs 
● Adds Input & Process Measures
● Improved Continuously with 

Input from Schools
● Rubrics Developed for All Focal 

Areas



Champions of Excellence Focal Areas

1. Fine Arts
2. Mathematics
3. Science
4. Social Studies and Civics
5. World Languages
6. Safe and Healthy Schools



Safe and Healthy Schools Program 
of Excellence Rubric
• 10 categories; aligned with the CDC’s Whole School, 

Whole Community, Whole Child model (WSCC). 
• Tiered system; schools can be designated as a bronze, 

silver, or gold school. 
• CDC’s School Health Index is a needs assessment tool 

that can be used to identify resources to build  
programs. 

























Think, Pair, Share

Discuss activities and programs you are already doing 
that align with the Champions of Excellence Programs. 

Next, discuss opportunities for growth. 

What are some immediate challenges that come to 
mind?
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