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Legislative Update: 
Focus on Teachers and Schools 

Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government Affairs 
Oklahoma State Department of Education 

carolyn.thompson@sde.ok.gov 
(405) 522-3520 

Certification	  
•  S.B.	  20:	  	  State	  Board	  can	  issue	  a	  cer8ficate	  to	  anyone	  with	  a	  valid	  

out-‐of-‐state	  license	  and	  5	  years	  of	  successful	  teaching	  in	  an	  
accredited	  school	  to	  teach	  in	  those	  subjects/grades	  that	  are	  most	  
closely	  aligned,	  exemp8ng	  them	  from	  the	  cer8fica8on	  exam.	  (eff	  July	  
1,	  2015)	  

•  S.B.	  29:	  	  By	  October	  1,	  SDE	  will	  no8fy	  by	  mail,	  any	  individual	  whose	  
license/cer8ficate	  expired	  June	  30.	  (eff	  July	  1,	  2015)	  
–  If	  renewed	  before	  December	  31;	  then	  backdated.	  	  
–  If	  	  renewed	  aSer	  December	  31;	  then	  effec8ve	  on	  renewal	  date.	  
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Professional Development	  
•  H.B.	  1684:	  	  Requires	  counselor	  or	  mental	  health	  provider	  to	  be	  

permanent	  members	  of	  PD	  commiZees.	  	  
–  Requires	  training	  on	  recogni8on	  of	  child	  abuse/neglect,	  child	  sexual	  abuse,	  

proper	  repor8ng	  and	  available	  resources	  once	  each	  year.	  
–  Safe	  School	  commiZees	  must	  study	  and	  may	  recommend	  a	  suicide	  

preven8on	  program	  or	  rape/sexual	  assault	  response	  program	  to	  the	  district.	  
–  Allows	  schools	  to	  offer	  appropriate	  abuse-‐preven8on	  programs	  to	  students	  

to	  include	  iden8fying	  dangerous	  situa8ons,	  personal	  boundary	  viola8ons,	  
refusing	  approaches,	  calling	  for	  help,	  and	  what	  to	  do	  if	  abuse	  occurs.	  Does	  
not	  require	  any	  student	  to	  par8cipate.	  

–  (eff	  Nov	  1,	  2015)	  

Professional Development	  
•  S.B.	  239:	  	  Requires	  SDE	  and	  Dept.	  of	  Health	  to	  publish	  info	  on	  

warning	  signs	  of	  sudden	  cardiac	  arrest.	  (eff	  July	  1,	  2015)	  
–  Parent/guardian	  must	  sign	  waiver	  that	  they	  received	  informa8on	  prior	  to	  

par8cipa8on	  in	  any	  athle8c	  event.	  
–  Any	  student	  who	  faints	  must	  be	  withheld	  from	  par8cipa8on	  un8l	  cleared.	  
–  Coaches	  must	  complete	  training	  each	  year;	  may	  not	  coach	  un8l	  completed.	  

•  S.B.	  262:	  	  Requires	  SDE	  to	  publish	  info	  on	  workplace	  safety	  training,	  
and	  encourage	  schools	  to	  include	  it	  in	  curriculum	  in	  grades	  7-‐12	  
(eff.	  Aug	  20,	  2015)	  
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Charter Schools	  
•  H.B.	  1034:	  	  Allows	  an	  Indian	  tribe	  to	  sponsor	  a	  charter	  school	  within	  

the	  boundaries	  of	  their	  former	  reserva8on/treaty	  area.	  (eff	  July	  1,	  
2015)	  

•  S.B	  782:	  	  Expands	  the	  op8on	  for	  charter	  schools	  outside	  of	  OK	  and	  
Tulsa	  coun8es,	  if	  sponsored	  by	  a	  school	  district.	  Adds	  addi8onal	  
accountability	  measures	  for	  all	  charter	  schools,	  including	  ability	  for	  a	  
consistently	  low-‐performing	  charter	  to	  be	  closed.	  Allows	  the	  State	  
Board	  to	  sponsor	  addi8onal	  charter	  schools	  if	  unjustly	  denied	  by	  the	  
local	  school	  district.	  (eff	  Aug	  20,	  2015)	  

	  

Compensa8on	  and	  Employees	  
•  H.B	  1521:	  	  Allows	  for	  one-‐8me	  incen8ve	  and	  reten8on	  pay	  for	  

teachers	  returning	  a	  second	  year	  to	  be	  given	  outside	  of	  collec8ve	  
bargaining.	  (eff	  Nov	  1,	  2015)	  

•  H.B.	  1749:	  	  Prohibits	  a	  district	  from	  making	  payroll	  deduc8ons	  for	  
membership	  dues	  to	  collec8vely	  bargaining	  orgs.	  (eff	  Nov	  1,	  2015)	  

•  S.B.	  5:	  	  Adds	  liability	  protec8on	  to	  employees	  using	  necessary	  and	  
reasonable	  force	  to	  control/discipline	  a	  student	  at	  any	  school	  
func8on	  or	  in	  transit.	  (eff	  Aug	  20,	  2015)	  
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S.B	  711:	  	  Teacher	  Licenses	  
•  Any	  recommenda8on	  for	  termina8on/non-‐reemployment	  based	  on	  

grounds	  for	  criminal	  charges	  involving	  sexual	  abuse	  or	  exploita9on	  
SHALL	  be	  forwarded	  to	  the	  State	  Board.	  (eff	  July	  1,	  2015)	  
–  Districts	  are	  released	  from	  liability	  for	  failure	  to	  forward	  the	  recommenda8on.	  	  	  
–  Recommenda8ons	  forwarded	  aSer	  due	  process	  procedures	  are	  completed,	  

OR	  aSer	  the	  teacher	  resigns.	  Must	  also	  be	  forwarded	  to	  the	  teacher.	  	  	  

•  Only	  school	  districts	  may	  request	  the	  recommenda8on.	  	  
•  Records	  are	  kept	  confiden8al	  and	  are	  exempt	  from	  Open	  Records.	  	  
	  

School	  Security	  
•  H.B.	  1154:	  	  Allows	  a	  district	  to	  hire	  a	  current	  law	  enforcement	  officer	  

without	  a	  background	  check	  and	  fingerprin8ng	  (eff	  Nov	  1,	  2015)	  
•  H.B.	  2014:	  	  Allows	  a	  school	  board	  to	  adopt	  a	  policy	  to	  authorize	  certain	  

personnel	  to	  carry	  a	  handgun	  on	  campus.	  (eff	  May	  12,	  2015)	  
–  Personnel	  must	  have	  or	  become	  an	  armed	  security	  guard	  or	  reserve	  peace	  officer.	  
–  School	  district	  may	  pay	  for	  training	  and	  associated	  expenses.	  
–  Firearm	  must	  either	  be	  on	  their	  person	  or	  locked	  in	  a	  secured	  loca8on.	  

•  H.B.	  1460:	  	  Allows	  a	  school	  district	  to	  adopt	  a	  policy	  regula8ng	  
possession	  of	  knives	  on	  school	  property/buses.	  (eff	  Nov	  1,	  2015)	  
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School	  Sites	  
•  H.B.	  1150:	  	  Allows	  a	  private	  treatment	  facility	  to	  be	  located	  within	  

1000	  S.	  of	  a	  school.	  (eff	  July	  1,	  2015)	  
•  H.B.	  1685:	  	  Requires	  all	  educa8onal	  facili8es	  to	  be	  tobacco	  free	  24/7.	  

Also	  prohibits	  use	  in	  school	  vehicles	  and	  at	  school	  sponsored/
sanc8oned	  events.	  (eff	  Aug	  20,	  2015)	  
–  Includes	  any	  facility	  where	  early	  childhood	  and	  grades	  K-‐12	  are	  taught.	  

•  H.B.	  1423:	  	  Allows	  flexibility	  to	  districts	  for	  student	  transporta8on	  to	  
and	  from	  agriculture	  educa8on	  and	  FFA	  programs.	  (eff	  July	  1,	  2015)	  
–  Tradi8onal	  transporta8on	  required,	  but	  no	  obliga8on	  to	  transport	  to	  all	  events.	  

School	  Sites	  
•  H.B.	  1691:	  	  Allows	  a	  district	  to	  contract	  with	  a	  public	  or	  private	  en8ty	  to	  

provide	  educa8onal	  and	  administra8ve	  services.	  (eff	  July	  1,	  2015)	  
–  May	  include	  instruc8onal	  services	  
–  Employees/services	  are	  exempt	  from	  state	  law	  to	  the	  extent	  of	  Charter	  schools.	  
–  Students	  at	  such	  sites	  remain	  students	  of	  the	  school	  district.	  

•  H.B.	  2069:	  	  Allows	  a	  foster	  parent	  to	  designate	  any	  of	  foster	  child’s	  
previously	  aZended	  schools	  as	  the	  resident	  district.	  Also	  a	  child	  
aZending	  a	  day	  treatment	  program	  at	  a	  nonresiden8al	  facility	  is	  
designated	  as	  the	  resident	  district	  for	  that	  child.	  
–  Foster	  children	  are	  exempt	  from	  the	  1	  transfer/year	  limit.	  
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School	  Board	  Elec8ons	  
•  S.B.	  312:	  	  Limits	  dates	  for	  school	  board	  elec8ons.	  (eff	  Nov	  1,	  2015)	  

–  Any	  year:	  	  2nd	  Tuesday	  of	  February,	  1st	  Tuesday	  of	  April	  	  
–  Even	  years:	  	  Same	  date	  as	  any	  statewide/federal	  elec8on	  
–  Odd	  years:	  	  2nd	  Tuesday	  of	  September,	  2nd	  Tuesday	  of	  November	  
–  If	  vacancy	  on	  the	  board	  not	  filled	  by	  appointment	  within	  60	  days,	  the	  board	  

must	  call	  a	  special	  elec8on	  on	  one	  of	  the	  above	  dates.	  

•  S.B.	  399:	  	  Sets	  candidate	  filing	  periods	  for	  special	  elec8ons	  to	  fill	  a	  
vacancy	  for	  a	  period	  of	  3	  days	  to	  begin	  within	  20	  days	  of	  the	  resolu8on	  
being	  filed	  with	  the	  county	  elec8on	  board.	  (eff	  Nov	  1,	  2015)	  

H.B. 2242:  Budget	  
•  Financial	  Support	  of	  Public	  Schools:	  	  $1,876,735,176	  ($451,176	  more	  than	  in	  FY15)	  	  
•  Support	  of	  Public	  School	  Ac8vi8es:	  	  $130,178,226	  ($8,739,932	  less	  than	  in	  FY15)	  	  
•  Flexible	  Benefit	  Allowance:	  	  $416,023,565	  ($8,739,932	  more	  than	  in	  FY15)	  	  
•  Textbooks	  and	  Instruc8onal	  Materials:	  	  $33,000,000	  (same	  amount	  as	  FY15)	  	  
•  Administra8ve/Support	  Func8ons	  of	  SDE:	  	  $22,399,295	  (same	  amount	  as	  FY15)	  	  
•  School	  Consolida8on	  Assistance	  Fund:	  	  $3,268,435	  ($225,588	  less	  than	  FY15)	  	  
•  Teachers’	  Re8rement	  Dedicated	  Revenue:	  	  $3,268,435	  ($225,588	  less	  than	  FY15)	  	  	  
•  Ad	  Valorem	  Reimbursement	  Fund:	  	  $28,283,724	  (amount	  needed	  for	  FY15)	  
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Purpose FY 15 
Appropriation 

FY 16 
Appropriation 

Increase/ 
(Decrease)

Alternative  Education (70 O.S. 1210.561) 14,010,261.00            14,010,261.00            -     
Oklahoma Technical Assistance Center 299,634.00                 299,634.00                 -     

State wide school programs 13,710,627.00            13,710,627.00            -     
Early Childhood Initiative (70 O.S. 10-105.4) 10,487,197.00            10,487,197.00            -     
Early Intervention Sooner Start (70 O.S. 13-124) 14,400,341.00            14,400,341.00            -     
Education Leadership Oklahoma (70 O.S. 6-204.2, 70 O.S. 6-206) 14,924,130.00            12,924,130.00            (2,000,000.00)            

National Board Teacher Bonus 11,328,520.00            9,328,520.00              (2,000,000.00)            
Psychologists, Speech Pathologists and Audiologists 3,595,610.00              3,595,610.00              -     

Parent Education Program Grant (70 O.S. 10-105.3) 998,781.00                 998,781.00                 -     
Personal Financial Literacy (70 O.S. 11-103.6h) 149,817.00                 149,817.00                 -     
ACE Remediation (70 O.S. 1210.526) 7,990,245.00              7,990,245.00              -     
AP Teacher Training and Test Fee Assistance, AVID & NMSI (70 O.S. 1210.703) 4,144,940.00              3,144,940.00              (1,000,000.00)            
Charter Schools Incentive Fund (70 O.S. 3-144) 49,940.00                   49,940.00                   -     
Standards Development & Implementation (70 O.S. 11-103.6) 563,312.00                 64,000.00                   (499,312.00)               
Reading Sufficiency (70 O.S. 1210.508D) 6,492,074.00              6,492,074.00              -     
Teacher Leader Effectiveness Evaluation Implementation (70 O.S. 6-101.16) 1,997,561.00              1,000,000.00              (997,561.00)               
Testing (70 O.S. 1210.508) 2,996,342.00              4,496,342.00              1,500,000.00              
Teacher Residency Program (70 O.S. 6-195) -                               250,000.00                 250,000.00                 
School Lunch Matching & MOE (7 CFR 210-17 and 7 CFR 235.11(a)) 4,954,240.00              4,954,240.00              -     
Staff Development for Schools (70 O.S. 6-193) 4,244,818.00              4,244,818.00              -     
Teachers Retirement System (70 O.S. 17-108.2) **based on FY 14 count 35,268,318.00            32,712,137.15            (2,556,180.85)            
Total Required by State Statute/Federal Law 123,672,317.00          118,369,263.15          (5,303,053.85)            

 FY 16 Support of Public School Activities

2

Purpose FY 15 
Appropriation 

FY 16 
Appropriation 

Increase/ 
(Decrease)

 FY 16 Support of Public School Activities

AG in the Classroom 38,628.00                   38,628.00                   -     
Oklahoma Arts Institute 349,573.00                 349,573.00                 -     
STEM Ready Schools 299,634.00                 299,634.00                 -     
Think Through Math 1,797,805.00              -                               (1,797,805.00)            
SCORE Grants/Reading Readiness 2,496,952.00              189,000.00                 (2,307,952.00)            
Oklahoma Student Information System 1,843,585.00              1,843,585.00              -     
Teach for America 2,496,952.00              2,496,952.00              -     
School Competitive Grants Pool 5,393,415.00              6,062,293.85              668,878.85                 
Rural Infant Stimulation Environment Program (RISE) 529,297.00                 529,297.00                 -     
Total Not Required by State Statute/Federal Law 15,245,841.00            11,808,962.85            (3,436,878.15)            

Support of Public School Activities (H.B. 2242, 2015) 138,918,158.00   130,178,226.00   (8,739,932.00)     
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Program 2015-‐2016 2014-‐2015

Catapult	  Learning	  (Literacy	  First) 	  $1,291,000.00	   	  $1,291,000.00	  

Great	  Expecta8ons	   	  $1,115,675.00	   	  $1,115,675.00	  

Think	  Through	  Learning 	  $1,000,000.00	   N/A	  

Oklahoma	  Educa8onal	  Television	  Authority	  (OETA)	  	  Ready	  to	  Learn 	  $350,000.00	   	  $347,245.00	  

Oklahoma	  A+	  Schools 	  $335,928.00	   	  $335,928.00	  

Tools	  4	  Reading:	  N2:20 	  $267,594.85	   	  $695,487.00	  

Oklahoma	  Au8sm	  Center 	  $250,000.00	   	  $300,000.00	  

Oklahoma	  Alliance	  for	  Geographic	  Educa8on 	  $228,596.00	   	  $228,596.00	  

Reading	  Partners 	  $200,000.00	   N/A	  

Street	  School,	  Inc. 	  $200,000.00	   	  $200,000.00	  

Competitive Grants Pool	  

Program 2015-‐2016 2014-‐2015

Katheryne	  B.	  Payne	  Educa8on	  Center 	  $200,000.00	   N/A	  

Alpha	  Plus 	  $200,000.00	   N/A	  

Oklahoma	  Arts	  Council 	  $103,500.00	   	  $140,000.00	  

KISS	  Ins8tute	  for	  Prac8cal	  Robo8cs 	  $75,000.00	   	  $75,000.00	  

Oklahoma	  State	  Science	  &	  Engineering	  Fair	  -‐	  ECU 	  $75,000.00	   	  $100,000.00	  

First	  Robo8cs 	  $70,000.00	   	  $70,000.00	  

Barbara	  Bush	  Founda8on	  for	  Family	  Literacy 	  $50,000.00	   N/A	  

Osage	  County	  Interlocal	  Coopera8ve 	  $50,000.00	   N/A	  

Total 	  $6,062,293.85	   	  

Competitive Grants Pool	  
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Red Banner Book:   
http://www.ok.gov/sde/newsblog/2015-06-25/download-red-banner-2015-legislation	  


