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Legislative Update: 
Focus on Curriculum and Instruction 

Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government Affairs 
Oklahoma State Department of Education 

carolyn.thompson@sde.ok.gov 
(405) 522-3520 

Accountability, Evaluations, Data	  
•  H.B.	  1331:	  	  Requires	  Military	  Student	  Iden<fier	  in	  the	  
WAVE	  by	  July	  1,	  2016.	  	  	  
–  Schools	  will	  be	  required	  to	  provide	  yes/no	  for	  students	  
– MSIArmedForces,	  MSIReserve,	  MSINa<onalGuard	  

•  EFFECTIVE	  July	  1,	  2015.	  
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•  Directs	  that	  the	  State	  Board	  of	  Educa<on	  shall	  study	  and	  
may	  make	  recommenda<ons	  on	  revisions	  to	  the	  
calcula<on	  metrics	  of	  the	  A-‐F	  report	  card.	  

•  Purpose	  of	  the	  study:	  	  ensure	  the	  system	  is	  clear,	  
transparent,	  sta*s*cally	  trustworthy,	  credible	  and	  
aligned	  with	  state	  assessments.	  	  	  

H.B. 1823:  A-F Report Card	  

•  State	  Regents	  for	  Higher	  Ed	  must	  cer<fy	  that	  
recommenda<ons	  will	  achieve	  the	  stated	  purpose.	  

•  Regents	  are	  required	  to	  provide	  the	  State	  Board	  with	  any	  
deficiencies	  within	  the	  study	  and	  recommenda<ons.	  	  	  

•  Must	  submit	  a	  report	  to	  the	  House,	  Senate	  and	  Governor	  
by	  December	  31,	  2015.	  	  

•  EFFECTIVE	  JUNE	  3,	  2015.	  

H.B. 1823:  A-F Report Card	  
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•  Requires	  full	  implementa<on	  of	  TLE	  by	  2017-‐2018.	  	  	  
•  Each	  teacher/administrator	  will	  receive	  both	  a	  qualita+ve	  
and	  quan+ta+ve	  score,	  with	  no	  composite	  score.	  
–  Teachers	  with	  at	  least	  one	  tested	  grade/subject	  may	  have	  up	  to	  
50%	  of	  quan<ta<ve	  based	  on	  measures	  from	  the	  list.	  

–  Employment	  decisions	  will	  be	  based	  on	  both	  components.	  

•  Eliminates	  “other	  academic	  measurements”,	  and	  the	  
corresponding	  percentages.	  	  

S.B. 706: TLE	  

•  State	  Board	  will	  adopt	  reliable,	  research-‐based	  
quan*ta*ve	  op*ons	  for	  districts	  to	  choose	  from	  for	  
teachers	  in	  non-‐tested	  subjects.	  	  

•  TLE	  Commission	  make	  recommenda<ons	  to	  State	  Board	  
by	  Dec	  1,	  2015.	  Board	  to	  approve	  list	  by	  Feb	  1,	  2016.	  	  

•  State	  Board/Commission	  must	  study	  to	  ensure	  a	  system	  
that	  promotes	  reflec*on	  and	  professional	  growth.	  	  	  

•  EFFECTIVE	  July	  1,	  2015	  

S.B. 706: TLE	  
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Curriculum and Instruction	  
•  H.B.	  1330:	  	  Requires	  school	  boards	  to	  waive	  Oklahoma	  History	  

gradua<on	  requirements	  for	  military	  students,	  if	  they	  have	  
completed	  a	  similar	  class	  in	  another	  state.	  (eff	  July	  1,	  2015)	  

•  S.B.	  50:	  	  Allows	  for	  Ag	  Ed	  to	  be	  offered	  in	  grade	  7	  and	  below,	  or	  
allows	  7th	  graders	  and	  under	  to	  par<cipate	  in	  Ag	  Ed	  programs.	  (eff	  
July	  1,	  2015)	  

•  S.B.	  136:	  	  Directs	  Statewide	  Virtual	  Charter	  School	  Board	  to	  
publish	  a	  list	  of	  high	  quality	  supplemental	  online	  courses,	  and	  
nego<ate	  a	  state	  rate	  for	  those	  courses.	  (eff	  Aug	  20,	  2015)	  

S.B. 630:  RSA	  
•  New:	  For	  2016-‐17	  and	  2017-‐18,	  3rd	  graders	  scoring	  below	  
PROFICIENT	  on	  the	  OCCT	  are	  evaluated	  for	  “proba+onary	  
promo+on”	  by	  Student	  Reading	  Proficiency	  Team	  (SRPT).	  	  
–  For	  2015-‐16,	  3rd	  graders	  scoring	  UNSATISFACTORY	  are	  evaluated.	  
–  The	  principal	  and	  the	  superintendent	  must	  approve	  the	  
recommenda<on	  of	  the	  SRPT.	  	  	  

–  Parent/guardian,	  current	  teacher	  responsible	  for	  reading,	  future	  
teacher	  responsible	  for	  reading	  and	  reading	  specialist.	  	  

	  



7/8/15	  

5	  

S.B. 630:  RSA	  
•  Clarifica<on:	  Screening	  instruments	  administered	  to	  all	  
K-‐3rd	  graders,	  at	  the	  beginning	  and	  end	  of	  each	  year.	  	  

•  New:	  Any	  1st	  or	  2nd	  grader	  not	  reading	  at	  grade	  level	  
(determined	  by	  a	  screening	  instrument)	  is	  en<tled	  to	  
“individualized”	  remedia<on.	  

•  SRPT	  develops	  plan	  for	  remedia<on.	  	  
–  Parent/guardian,	  current	  teacher	  responsible	  for	  reading,	  future	  
teacher	  responsible	  for	  reading	  and	  reading	  specialist	  (if	  available).	  	  

•  Clarifica<on:	  Any	  1st,	  2nd	  or	  3rd	  grader	  reading	  at	  the	  3rd	  
grade	  level	  is	  exempt	  from	  reten<on.	  	  	  

•  Clarifica<on:	  Only	  reading	  comprehension	  and	  vocabulary	  
por<ons	  of	  OCCT	  are	  used.	  	  	  

•  New:	  The	  parent	  of	  any	  student	  reading	  below	  grade	  level	  
must	  be	  no<fied	  of	  the	  grade-‐level	  performance	  scores.	  

•  EFFECTIVE	  July	  1,	  2015	  

S.B. 630:  RSA	  
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Special Education	  
•  H.B.	  1268:	  	  Allows	  students	  with	  most	  significant	  cogni<ve	  

disabili<es	  (MSCD)	  to	  meet	  personal	  financial	  literacy	  requirements	  
by	  receiving	  substan<ve	  and	  substan<al	  life	  skills	  curriculum.	  (eff	  
July	  1,	  2015)	  
–  Requires	  SDE	  to	  provide	  online	  resources	  for	  ELL	  students.	  
–  Suggests	  PFL	  be	  assigned	  to	  the	  same	  teacher(s)	  each	  year.	  

•  S.B.	  162:	  	  Directs	  State	  Board	  to	  promulgate	  rules	  to	  exempt	  MSCD	  
students	  who	  are	  under	  OAAP	  from	  state	  tes<ng.	  (eff.	  July	  1,	  2015)	  

Scholarships	  
•  S.B.	  137:	  	  Excludes	  federal	  military	  benefits	  or	  SS	  disability	  or	  death	  

benefits	  from	  income	  determina<on	  for	  OHLAP.	  (eff	  July	  1,	  2015)	  
•  S.B.	  763:	  	  DHS	  must	  provide	  parents/guardians	  of	  foster	  youth	  with	  

info	  on	  OHLAP.	  (eff	  Nov	  1,	  2015)	  
•  S.B.	  474:	  	  Requires	  a	  provision	  on	  income	  tax	  return	  forms	  to	  allow	  

for	  a	  dona<on	  to	  a	  529	  College	  Savings	  Plan.	  (eff	  Nov	  1,	  2015)	  
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H.B. 2242:  Budget	  
•  Financial	  Support	  of	  Public	  Schools:	  	  $1,876,735,176	  ($451,176	  more	  than	  in	  FY15)	  	  
•  Support	  of	  Public	  School	  Ac<vi<es:	  	  $130,178,226	  ($8,739,932	  less	  than	  in	  FY15)	  	  
•  Flexible	  Benefit	  Allowance:	  	  $416,023,565	  ($8,739,932	  more	  than	  in	  FY15)	  	  
•  Textbooks	  and	  Instruc<onal	  Materials:	  	  $33,000,000	  (same	  amount	  as	  FY15)	  	  
•  Administra<ve/Support	  Func<ons	  of	  SDE:	  	  $22,399,295	  (same	  amount	  as	  FY15)	  	  
•  School	  Consolida<on	  Assistance	  Fund:	  	  $3,268,435	  ($225,588	  less	  than	  FY15)	  	  
•  Teachers’	  Re<rement	  Dedicated	  Revenue:	  	  $3,268,435	  ($225,588	  less	  than	  FY15)	  	  	  
•  Ad	  Valorem	  Reimbursement	  Fund:	  	  $28,283,724	  (amount	  needed	  for	  FY15)	  
	  

1

Purpose FY 15 
Appropriation 

FY 16 
Appropriation 

Increase/ 
(Decrease)

Alternative  Education (70 O.S. 1210.561) 14,010,261.00            14,010,261.00            -     
Oklahoma Technical Assistance Center 299,634.00                 299,634.00                 -     

State wide school programs 13,710,627.00            13,710,627.00            -     
Early Childhood Initiative (70 O.S. 10-105.4) 10,487,197.00            10,487,197.00            -     
Early Intervention Sooner Start (70 O.S. 13-124) 14,400,341.00            14,400,341.00            -     
Education Leadership Oklahoma (70 O.S. 6-204.2, 70 O.S. 6-206) 14,924,130.00            12,924,130.00            (2,000,000.00)            

National Board Teacher Bonus 11,328,520.00            9,328,520.00              (2,000,000.00)            
Psychologists, Speech Pathologists and Audiologists 3,595,610.00              3,595,610.00              -     

Parent Education Program Grant (70 O.S. 10-105.3) 998,781.00                 998,781.00                 -     
Personal Financial Literacy (70 O.S. 11-103.6h) 149,817.00                 149,817.00                 -     
ACE Remediation (70 O.S. 1210.526) 7,990,245.00              7,990,245.00              -     
AP Teacher Training and Test Fee Assistance, AVID & NMSI (70 O.S. 1210.703) 4,144,940.00              3,144,940.00              (1,000,000.00)            
Charter Schools Incentive Fund (70 O.S. 3-144) 49,940.00                   49,940.00                   -     
Standards Development & Implementation (70 O.S. 11-103.6) 563,312.00                 64,000.00                   (499,312.00)               
Reading Sufficiency (70 O.S. 1210.508D) 6,492,074.00              6,492,074.00              -     
Teacher Leader Effectiveness Evaluation Implementation (70 O.S. 6-101.16) 1,997,561.00              1,000,000.00              (997,561.00)               
Testing (70 O.S. 1210.508) 2,996,342.00              4,496,342.00              1,500,000.00              
Teacher Residency Program (70 O.S. 6-195) -                               250,000.00                 250,000.00                 
School Lunch Matching & MOE (7 CFR 210-17 and 7 CFR 235.11(a)) 4,954,240.00              4,954,240.00              -     
Staff Development for Schools (70 O.S. 6-193) 4,244,818.00              4,244,818.00              -     
Teachers Retirement System (70 O.S. 17-108.2) **based on FY 14 count 35,268,318.00            32,712,137.15            (2,556,180.85)            
Total Required by State Statute/Federal Law 123,672,317.00          118,369,263.15          (5,303,053.85)            

 FY 16 Support of Public School Activities
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2

Purpose FY 15 
Appropriation 

FY 16 
Appropriation 

Increase/ 
(Decrease)

 FY 16 Support of Public School Activities

AG in the Classroom 38,628.00                   38,628.00                   -     
Oklahoma Arts Institute 349,573.00                 349,573.00                 -     
STEM Ready Schools 299,634.00                 299,634.00                 -     
Think Through Math 1,797,805.00              -                               (1,797,805.00)            
SCORE Grants/Reading Readiness 2,496,952.00              189,000.00                 (2,307,952.00)            
Oklahoma Student Information System 1,843,585.00              1,843,585.00              -     
Teach for America 2,496,952.00              2,496,952.00              -     
School Competitive Grants Pool 5,393,415.00              6,062,293.85              668,878.85                 
Rural Infant Stimulation Environment Program (RISE) 529,297.00                 529,297.00                 -     
Total Not Required by State Statute/Federal Law 15,245,841.00            11,808,962.85            (3,436,878.15)            

Support of Public School Activities (H.B. 2242, 2015) 138,918,158.00   130,178,226.00   (8,739,932.00)     

Program 2015-‐2016 2014-‐2015

Catapult	  Learning	  (Literacy	  First) 	  $1,291,000.00	   	  $1,291,000.00	  

Great	  Expecta<ons	   	  $1,115,675.00	   	  $1,115,675.00	  

Think	  Through	  Learning 	  $1,000,000.00	   N/A	  

Oklahoma	  Educa<onal	  Television	  Authority	  (OETA)	  	  Ready	  to	  Learn 	  $350,000.00	   	  $347,245.00	  

Oklahoma	  A+	  Schools 	  $335,928.00	   	  $335,928.00	  

Tools	  4	  Reading:	  N2:20 	  $267,594.85	   	  $695,487.00	  

Oklahoma	  Au<sm	  Center 	  $250,000.00	   	  $300,000.00	  

Oklahoma	  Alliance	  for	  Geographic	  Educa<on 	  $228,596.00	   	  $228,596.00	  

Reading	  Partners 	  $200,000.00	   N/A	  

Street	  School,	  Inc. 	  $200,000.00	   	  $200,000.00	  

Competitive Grants Pool	  
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Program 2015-‐2016 2014-‐2015

Katheryne	  B.	  Payne	  Educa<on	  Center 	  $200,000.00	   N/A	  

Alpha	  Plus 	  $200,000.00	   N/A	  

Oklahoma	  Arts	  Council 	  $103,500.00	   	  $140,000.00	  

KISS	  Ins<tute	  for	  Prac<cal	  Robo<cs 	  $75,000.00	   	  $75,000.00	  

Oklahoma	  State	  Science	  &	  Engineering	  Fair	  -‐	  ECU 	  $75,000.00	   	  $100,000.00	  

First	  Robo<cs 	  $70,000.00	   	  $70,000.00	  

Barbara	  Bush	  Founda<on	  for	  Family	  Literacy 	  $50,000.00	   N/A	  

Osage	  County	  Interlocal	  Coopera<ve 	  $50,000.00	   N/A	  

Total 	  $6,062,293.85	   	  

Competitive Grants Pool	  

Red Banner Book:   
http://www.ok.gov/sde/newsblog/2015-06-25/download-red-banner-2015-legislation	  


