RE: S.B. 630
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SUBJECT: Reading Sufficiency

Senate Bill 630 becomes effective July 1, 2015. This bill amends the Reading Sufficiency Act to
extend the provisions of the Student Reading Proficiency Teams and expands the provisions to
those students scoring Limited Knowledge on the OCCT.

Section 1: Clarifies that students in kindergarten through third grade must be assessed
using a screening instrument at the beginning and end of each school year. Screening
instruments are approved by the State Board of Education and must measure phonemic
awareness (changed from phonological), phonics, reading fluency, vocabulary and
comprehension. Spelling has been eliminated as a requirement for screening instruments.
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Students in first and second grade who are not reading at the corresponding grade
level, as measured by a screening instrument, are entitled to “individualized”
remediation, until the student is reading on grade level.

A Student Reading Proficiency Team (SRPT) is required to develop a plan of
“individualized remediation.” The team is to include the parent/guardian, the
student’s teacher who is responsible for reading instruction for the current
academic year, the student’s teacher who is responsible for reading instruction for
the upcoming year and a certified reading specialist, if available.

Section 1(H): Clarifies that any student in 1¥-3" grade who is reading at a third-grade
level, as measured by a screening instrument, is exempt from possible retention under the
provisions of the Reading Sufficiency Act (RSA).

Section 1(H)(4): Extends the provisions of the Student Reading Proficiency Team
(SRPT) through the 2017-2018 school year.
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For the 2015-2016 school year, third-grade students who have not already been
shown to be reading at a third-grade level, and who score “unsatisfactory” on the
reading portion of the third-grade reading Oklahoma Core Curriculum Test
(OCCT) may be evaluated for “probationary promotion” by the SRPT.

For the 2016-2017 and 2017-2018 school years, third grade students who have not
already been shown to be reading at a third-grade level, and who score
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“unsatisfactory” OR “limited knowledge” on the reading portion of the third-
grade reading OCCT may be evaluated for “probationary promotion.”

Note: In order for students’ scores on only the reading portion of the OCCT to be
used for purposes of RSA, the State Department of Education will partner with
the assessment company to ensure the reading portion of the OCCT can be
isolated.

SRPT’s created for the purpose of evaluating students for “probationary
promotion” will include the parent/guardian, the student’s teacher who is
responsible for reading instruction for the current academic year, the student’s
teacher who is responsible for reading instruction for the upcoming year and a
certified reading specialist. For these teams the certified reading specialist is NOT
optional.

The SRPT’s are no longer required to include the school principal; however, both
the principal and the district superintendent must approve any recommendation
for “probationary promotion.”

Section 1(H)(5): Clarifies that beginning in 2016-2017, students who score below
proficient on the reading portion of the third-grade reading OCCT, do not qualify for a
good cause exemption, and are not approved for “probationary promotion,” must be
retained.

Section 1(H)(8): Clarifies that the “reading portion” of the third-grade reading OCCT
includes reading comprehension and vocabulary for purposes of promotion and retention
decisions under RSA.

Section 1(I): Current law requires that the parent of a student who is not reading at the
appropriate grade level be notified in writing of the following information:
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That the student has been identified as having a substantial reading deficiency,
A description of the current services being provided,
A description of proposed supplemental instructional services and supports,

That the student will not be promoted to fourth grade if the reading deficiency is
not remediated by the end of third grade and no other exemptions are met,

Strategies for parents to help their child succeed in reading,

That the OCCT third-grade reading test is only the initial determinant and other
opportunities for promotion are available, and

The district’s policy for mid-year promotion.

Added to this list are “a description of the current services that are provided to the
student pursuant to a conjoint measurement model such that a reader and a text
are placed on the same scale,” which is interpreted to mean a Lexile score; and the
grade-level performance score of the student.



¢ Section 1(N)(4): Allows for a student to be promoted at mid-year, prior to November 1, if
they demonstrate proficiency in reading at the third-grade level on a screening instrument
from the list approved by the State Board of Education.

* Section 1(O): Clarifies that district Intensive Acceleration Classes as part of the Reading
Enhancement Acceleration Development (READ) Initiatives, be targeted to students who
scored below proficient on the third-grade reading OCCT and were retained.

Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Dr. Cindy Koss, Deputy
Superintendent for Academic Affairs and Planning, at (405) 522-6369 or Ms. Carolyn
Thompson, Director of Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520.

Amendment to: 70 O.S. 1210.508C



