COX BUSINESS SERVICES CONVENTION CENTER

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

GUIDELINES FOR EXHIBIT FOOD SERVICE – SAMPLING – SELLING – DONATED
The Cox Business Services Convention Center retains the exclusive right to operate all concessions in the building.  In recognizing the purpose and nature of some exhibitors and or shows associated with the food industry, the Cox Business Services Convention Center will permit the serving of food and beverage in an exhibition in accordance with the following guidelines.

1. Show management shall not sell exhibit space to any exhibitor for the purpose of selling food, beverages, or confections which is strictly prohibited.

2. Sampling will be permitted only for the purpose of promoting the product being sampled.  The exhibitor must represent the sampled product either as a manufacturer, producer, or broker and be present during all exhibition hours. 
Small bowls of candy or related items distributed will be permitted in booths and shows only if it does not interfere with concession items.

3. Sampling is permitted only during regular exhibition hours and not in conjunction with functions outside of the licensed area.

4. Samples are allowed only in sample sizes.  A “guide” to recognize sample sizes is as follows.

½ oz 
-
Candies and Confections (wt)

1 oz
-
Pastries and Cheeses (wt)

2 oz 
- 
Bulk foods such as meats (wt)

3 oz 
- 
Soups, stews, chowders, & gumbos (fl. oz)

4 oz 
- 
Coca Cola brand soft drinks & juices (fl. oz)

There are obviously some items to be sampled that are not listed above which can be considered individually.  The intent is to fairly manage the promotion of these exhibited product samples.

5. Only Coca Cola brand beverages may be served or sampled in Cox Business Services Convention Center.  This means only Dasani labeled water and no other water can be sampled or given out. 

6. The exhibitor and/or show management is responsible for maintaining proper sanitary service conditions, hauling and disposal of bulk wet trash, the proper disposal of grease, water and other liquid refuse.

7. The exhibitor and/or show management is responsible for adhering to all City of Oklahoma City and Oklahoma County Health Department requirements.

8. Donated food and beverage shall have the prior approval of the Food and Beverage Director and the facility General Manager or Assistant General Manager.

9. Appropriate fees will be charged for donated food and beverage on a per head basis.  Exceptions will be approved on a case by case basis for press conferences, media lounges, and volunteer or similar events.

10. Clients who wish to provide free drinks to exhibitors, volunteers, etc. will be charged for soft drinks at reasonable rates established by the Food and Beverage Director.
Alcoholic Beverage Sampling Guidelines

1. Samples of alcoholic beverages, non-alcoholic beverages (beer) and wine are allowed only in the following sizes.  All sample sizes are in accordance with the Oklahoma City A.B.L.E. Commission.  The alcoholic beverages, non-alcoholic beverages (beer) and wine must be approved by Food and Beverage Director. Liquor will not be allowed to be sampled unless provided in a Mixed Drink.
4 oz 
- 
Approved beers, malt beverages, and coolers (fl. oz)

2 oz 
-
Oklahoma Wine and Champagne (fl. oz)
2 oz 
-
Mixed Drink (Margaritas, Daiquiris, etc…) (fl. oz)

2. Only Oklahoma Wineries are allowed to sample in the facility.  No out of state winery can be sampled in the state of Oklahoma.

3. The exhibitor and/or show management is responsible for adhering to all City of Oklahoma City Ordinances, Oklahoma State Statues, and the rules and regulations set forth by the Oklahoma A.B.L.E. Commission, as well as, following all guidelines set forth by SMG’s Alcohol Awareness Program.
4. At all events that provide alcoholic beverages, non-alcoholic beverages (beer) and wine for consumption, Alcohol Awareness Officers must be in attendance and are chargeable to the events expense at the rate of $25.00 an hour per officer.  The amount of officers used will be determined by the type of event and number of locations that alcoholic beverages, non-alcoholic beverages (beer) and wine are served.  The Cox Business Services Convention Center requires one officer per 3 locations serving alcoholic beverages, non-alcoholic beverages (beer) and wine.  
5. All clients permitted to distribute alcoholic beverages, non-alcoholic beverages (beer) and wine must commit to only serving patrons 21 years of age or older.  Use of proper identification of all guests sampling alcoholic beverages, non-alcoholic beverages (beer) and wine are strictly enforced.  Serving to the point of intoxication is strictly prohibited.

6. Sampling of alcoholic beverages, non-alcoholic beverages (beer) or wine are limited to food trade shows only and must have prior consent of the Director of Food and Beverage.

7. All vendors offering alcoholic beverages, non-alcoholic beverages (beer) or wine must be properly licensed by the ABLE Commission and must have said license visible at all times.
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