
ENGAGEOK WELCOME
JOY HOFMEISTER
STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Welcome to the second annual EngageOK Summer Education Conference! Last year, an 
estimated 6,000 teachers, administrators and parents joined us for three days of collaboration, 

professional development and fellowship in Oklahoma City. They traveled from every corner of 
the state to share and take home new ideas – and to be among the first to give feedback on the 
preliminary draft of the Oklahoma Academic Standards for Mathematics and English Language Arts. 

Professional development is more important than ever, as we begin to implement our newly adopted 
standards, written for Oklahomans by Oklahomans, and provide new information about the federal 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). 

As you are aware, funding cuts have severely impacted every public school in our state. That’s why 
we’ve decided to bring the conference to you! In an effort to alleviate additional strain on your district 
and personal travel budgets, we are presenting EngageOK in a series of six regional conferences. 
Many have worked hard to bring you the same rich and meaningful professional development as 
EngageOK offered last year with your convenience and budget realities in mind. 

It is our hope that the conference nearest you will connect you with your fellow teachers and inspire 
greater kinship and collaboration within your community. After all, we share the same goal: to 
advocate and lift outcomes for our kids in order to present them with the best future possible.

I can’t wait to see you in July. Let’s engage on how we can elevate public education in Oklahoma.

With great respect and gratitude,

Joy Hofmeister 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction
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JOY HOFMEISTER
STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

On January 12, 2015, Joy Hofmeister of Tulsa was sworn in as Oklahoma’s 14th State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction. She has championed a host of education reforms, including the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA), which replaces No Child Left Behind and returns autonomy to states and 
local districts. In February 2016, Hofmeister was one of four officials to appear before a U.S. House 
subcommittee in support of ESSA.

In the midst of a dire state budget crisis, Hofmeister has led a number of efforts to improve public 
education in Oklahoma. She has consistently advocated for raising teacher pay to the regional 
average, and in spring 2016, her plan to offer the ACT to every high school junior in Oklahoma was 
met with wide participation. She was the architect of a new law that repeals end-of-instruction exams, 
requires improvements to the state’s school accountability system and ushers in a new culture of 
meaningful instruction that focuses on lifting outcomes for every student.

After taking office, Hofmeister insisted on greater transparency and wider stakeholder collaboration 
in the development of new academic standards for English language arts and mathematics. The 
standards were adopted in March and will be implemented and assessed in the 2016-2017 school 
year.

In addition, under her leadership, new laws have been enacted that strengthen the Reading 
Sufficiency Act, improve student safety, eliminate teacher evaluation Value-Added Measures from 
state mandate, reduce bureaucratic red tape and combat the teacher shortage.

ENGAGEOK AGENDA GENERAL SESSIONCONFERENCE KEYNOTE

Entertainment
Durant High School Drumline

Durant High School Choir

Student Hosts
Durant Student Council

Durant High School Cheerleaders

Welcome Remarks
Heather Griswold
Chief of Public Affairs

Introduction
Duane Merideth
Superintendent of Durant Public Schools

Keynote
Joy Hofmeister 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction

8:00 a.m. – 8:55 a.m.

9:00 a.m. – 11:55 p.m.

12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

General Session

Breakout Sessions

Lunch Break
Lunch Without Lunch:
Talk with Supt. Hofmeister
about ESSA

Breakout Sessions

THURSDAY | JULY 21, 2016  THURSDAY | JULY 21, 2016 

LUNCH WITHOUT LUNCH: 
TALK WITH SUPT. HOFMEISTER ABOUT ESSA
THURSDAY 12:00 P.M. – 1:00 P.M. | ROOM: MEDIA CENTER

In December, Congress passed the new Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), the federal education 
law that replaces No Child Left Behind. ESSA, which 
restores many aspects of education policy and 
decision-making back to state and local education 
authorities, requires states to gather stakeholder 
feedback for use in their comprehensive plans. 
Join State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Joy Hofmeister for a special discussion and ensure 
your voice is heard as we shape the future of public 
education in Oklahoma. Bring your own sack lunch 
and join the conversation.

Abigail Boatmun
Anna Brown
Kristen Bryant
Brady Carter
Trista Davidson
DJ Forbis
Brandon Fox
Amelia Jackson

Chris Nava
Austin Patton
Spencer Patton
Sean Reyes
Skylar Stout
Madison Usry
Morgann Usry

Abigail Boatmun
Mady Coffey
Abbey Jo Fryer
Kaitlyn Gregory

Haleigh Harper
Brenna Hibbs
Alexis Nabors
Madi Scott

Gabby Chavez
Jaden Crites
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MAPS & LUNCH

ATTENDEE REGISTRATION

LUNCH AREA

NURSING MOTHERS ROOM A124

RESTROOMS

LIVE STREAMING OVERFLOW ROOMS

A133

A159

A158

A157

A156

A137 A110A160

A153

A149

A147

A144

A127

A125

A123

A109

A105

MEDIA
CENTER

B109

AUDITORIUM

A152

A148

A143

A128

A126 A106

A134LUNCH

CHEESE OR BEEF ENCHILADAS
TWO SIDES:

SUPREME OR PEPPERONI PIZZA 
TWO SIDES:

TURKEY, HAM OR ROAST BEEF SUB 
TWO SIDES:

HAMBURGER, CHEESEBURGER 
OR CHICKEN PATTY SANDWICH 
TWO SIDES:

$6 ONE ENTRÉE
TWO SIDES
DESSERT
DRINK

SPANISH RICE
REFRIED BEANS

CHIPS AND SALSA
SALAD BAR

CHIPS
FRENCH FRIES

GREEN BEANS
SALAD BAR

CHIPS
FRENCH FRIES

GREEN BEANS
SALAD BAR

CHIPS
FRENCH FRIES

GREEN BEANS
SALAD BAR

| ADDITIONAL ENTRÉE

| ADDITIONAL SIDE

| ADDITIONAL DRINK

| ADDITIONAL DESSERT

$3

$1

$1

$1

PARKING

A155

CASH ONLY
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Dr. Gary Duhon is a Professor of School Psychology at Oklahoma State University. Prior to his work as a 
School Psychology faculty member, he was a special educator in Louisiana. He currently works with the OSDE  
developing and implementing the Oklahoma Tiered Interventions System of Support, an RTI framework for 
academics and behavior. He has published research regarding academic and behavioral interventions as well 
as delivery of these interventions within the context of schools. Dr. Duhon is also a Board Certified Behavior 
Analyst and works with students struggling with behavioral difficulties.

Jo Anne Pool Blades, J.D. has been the Program Manager for the Special Education Resolution 
Center (SERC) at Oklahoma State University since 2005. She graduated from Texas Tech University with a 
Bachelors of Science degree in Child Development and later earned her teaching certification. She earned 
her Juris Doctor from the University of Akron. A teacher for over 15 years, Ms. Blades focused her private 
practice of law on education issues for more than 10 years. She has served as a special consultant to the 
Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth and as an Attorney Consultant.

Oklahoma Academic Standards for 
High School ELA
Josh Flores, Director of Secondary English Language Arts
Room: A105 | 9:00 a.m. – 10:55 a.m. 
Join fellow teachers as they dig into the new Oklahoma 
Academic Standards for English Language Arts and 
OSDE curriculum resources. Participants will have the 
opportunity to provide feedback related to curriculum 
resources for standards implementation. 

Strategies for Adapting Existing 
Curriculum to Meet the Oklahoma 
Academic Standards for Science
Tiffany Neill, Director of Science
Room: A109 | 9:00 a.m. – 10:55 a.m. 
Analyze strategies for adapting existing curriculum to 
meet the Oklahoma Academic Standards for Science. 
K-12 educators will walk away with tools they can easily 
utilize and implement in the coming school year.

Middle School Math Task Force
Levi Patrick, Director of Secondary Mathematics
Room: A137 | 9:00 a.m. – 10:55 a.m. 
Join other teachers to dig into the 2016 Oklahoma 
Academic Standards for Mathematics. Participants will 
experience firsthand what true mathematics looks like 
and then create tasks to stimulate curiosity and drive 
engagement in their classrooms. Bring a laptop and come 
ready to collaborate!

Upper Elementary Math Task Force 
Robbyn Glinsmann, Director of Elementary Mathematics
Room: Lecture Hall B109 | 9:00 a.m. – 10:55 a.m. 
Join other teachers to dig into the new Oklahoma 
Academic Standards for Mathematics. Participants will 
experience firsthand what true mathematics looks like 
and then create tasks to stimulate curiosity and drive 
engagement in their classrooms. Bring a laptop and come 
ready to collaborate!

Legislative Update
Carolyn Thompson, Chief of Government Affairs
Room: Auditorium | 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.
We will look at bills passed in the 2016 Oklahoma 
legislative session that affect all areas of education, 
including instruction, curriculum, assessment, 
accountability, finance, personnel issues, teacher 
certification, school board policy, school site requirements 
and much more.

Introduction to Health Standards
Sherry Fisher, Director of Health and Physical Education
Room: A110 | 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.
Join this session and share resources to build lesson plans 
with the new Oklahoma Academic Standards for Health 
Education. 

Ensuring Quality for Open Educational 
Resources (OER)
Kurt Bernhardt, Executive Director of Education Technology
Room: A123 | 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.
Learn about Open Educational Resources (OERs), which 
include learning materials that can be used to develop 
standards-based lessons and free online resources.  

Co-Teaching and All Its Glory!
Janel Cypert, School Support Specialist
Room: A125 | 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.
In this presentation, participants will learn about the 
research, law and various models supporting successful 
implementation of co-teaching. Presenters will model 
co-teaching throughout the workshop and share their 
classroom experiences. This is an interactive workshop, 
and participants will leave with ideas and materials to 
implement and share at their sites. 

Reading Sufficiency Act (RSA) Updates
Sharon Morgan, Director of Early Childhood/RSA; Michele 
Sprague, Director of Elementary Language Arts & 
Dr. Jeanene Barnett, Executive Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction
Room: A127 | 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.
Learn RSA updates in this session.

BREAKOUT SESSIONS

FEATURED SPEAKERS

THURSDAY, JULY 21 | 9:00 A.M. – 10:55 A.M. 
EXTENDED SESSIONS

THURSDAY, JULY 21 | 9:00 A.M. – 9:55 A.M. 
REGULAR SESSIONS

CEUs FOR LPCs AND LMFTs
EngageOK On the Road offers up to 13 Continuing Education Units (CEU) 
to Licensed Professional Counselors (LPC) and Licensed Marriage and Family 
Therapists (LMFT)
The following sessions have been approved: 

The Resilience Breakthrough: 27 Tools for 
Turning Adversity into Action
Christian Moore, Why Try 
Broken Arrow and Edmond Only

Legislative Update
Carolyn Thompson, OSDE
All Sites

Elementary Classroom Management
Sharon Morgan, OSDE 
All Sites

Secondary School Classroom Management for 
Leaders
Desarae Witmer & Dr. Jeanene Barnett, OSDE
All Sites

Secondary School Classroom Management for 
Teachers
Desarae Witmer & Dr. Jeanene Barnett, OSDE 
All Sites

Multiple Tiered Support Systems
Desarae Witmer, OSDE 
All Sites

Title IX
Dr. Robyn Miller, OSDE 
All Sites

Suicide Prevention
Julie Geddes, Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse 
All Sites

Understanding Bullying: Prevention and 
Intervention 
Joy Hermansen, OSDE 
All Sites

Behavior, Discipline and the IEP
Jo Anne Pool Blades 
Broken Arrow, Sallisaw, Durant and Edmond Only

Establishing Effective Classroom 
Management 
Dr. Gary Duhon 
Broken Arrow, Sallisaw, Durant and Edmond Only

OK Career Guide – College and Career 
Options for Students
Dr. Cindy Koss, OSDE  
All Sites

Career Advising
Dr. Cindy Koss, OSDE 
All Sites

Your certificate will be available at the end of each day at Attendee 
Registration. If you leave early, the CEU hours will be changed to 
reflect the number of hours you attended. Don’t forget to sign 
in for every session you attend; sign-in sheets will be available in 
these sessions.  
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State Assessments Update
Craig Walker, Executive Director of Assessment
Room: A133 | 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.
We’ll discuss the following topics: Oklahoma school 
testing program overview and changes; testing schedules 
and windows; access to state assessment resources; 
expected milestones; introduction to the various 
applications; accessing vendor reports and state testing 
accommodations.

Maintenance of Effort
Nancy Hughes, Executive Director of Financial 
Accounting OCAS and Auditing
Room: A144 | 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.
This session is to help districts maintain local and state 
expenditures in each subsequent year of funding to 
remain in compliance with federal law.  

TLE Update: Moving From Compliance-
Driven to Performance-Driven
Dr. Jason Perez, Executive Director of Teacher and 
Leader Effectiveness
Room: A147 | 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.
Recent legislative action has brought positive changes 
to the TLE process. This session will cover legislative 
changes, new supports and learning opportunities for 
educators and how our evaluation process can become a 
helpful tool.

Title I Flexibility
Bo Merritt, Director of Finance, Federal Programs & Gloria 
Bayouth, Executive Director of Federal Programs
Room: A149 | 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.
Participants will receive information about schoolwide 
flexibility, consolidation of funds and fiscal requirements.

“Let’s Get Started” Schoolwide/School 
Improvement Plan and FY17 Project 
515 Budget Technical Assistance
Zada Farris, GMS/Grant Consultant
Room: A159 | 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.
Bring your laptops and join us for this hands-on technical 
assistance session for Project 515/Designated Schools. 
We will provide step-by-step instructions for creating your 
plans in GMS and walk you through any areas of concern. 
In this informal come-and-go, meet your assigned School 
Support Specialist, who can answer your questions about 
the school improvement process.

Career Advising
Dr. Cindy Koss, Deputy Superintendent for Academic Affairs 
and Planning & Dr. Ellen Dollarhide, Executive Director of 
Quality Schools and School Improvement Planning
Room: A160 | 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.
How do we provide teachers, counselors and 
administrators the resources to develop student Individual 
Academic Plans for career pathways? Join us for sharing of 
ideas, resources and examples of career pathways for your 
students. 

Special Education Updates
Shawna Keene, Behavioral Specialist, Special Education 
Services
Room: Media Center | 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.
This session will provide district and school staff 
information and updates regarding compliance, finance, 
reporting and alternate assessments. Topics include: OK 
EdPlan, the Oklahoma Alternate Assessment Program 
(OAAP), Oklahoma State Systemic Improvement Plan 
(SSIP), Child Count, budget workshops, closeouts and the 
State Personnel Development Grant (SPDG). Time will be 
provided for questions or comments.

Rooms: A156, A157, A158
Note: Room assignments are tentative. Check OSDE’s live 
Twitter feed (twitter.com/oksde) for the most up-to-date 
information.

 

Introduction to Physical Education 
Standards 
Sherry Fisher, Director of Health and Physical Education 
Room: A110 | 10:00 a.m. – 10:55 a.m.
Join this session and align your lesson plans with the new 
Oklahoma Academic Standards for Physical Education.

Creating a Maker Space
Kurt Bernhardt, Executive Director of Education Technology
Room: A123 | 10:00 a.m. – 10:55 a.m.
Learn how to create a maker space in your school to 
engage students with student-led creative projects.

Secondary School Classroom 
Management for Teachers
Desarae Witmer, Executive Director of School Support &
Dr. Jeanene Barnett, Executive Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction
Room: A125 | 10:00 a.m. – 10:55 a.m.
Classroom teachers in middle schools and high schools 
will leave this session with multiple resources for proven 
classroom procedures and engaging instructional 
strategies that, if implemented with fidelity, will support a 
learning environment that minimizes behavior issues and 
maximizes learning opportunities.

Elementary Classroom Management
Sharon Morgan, Director of Early Childhood/RSA
Room: A127 | 10:00 a.m. – 10:55 a.m.
Elementary teachers can make this the best year ever by 
learning classroom management strategies to establish a 
positive classroom culture. Participants will create a grade 
level-appropriate behavior system and gain practical 
classroom tips to make life in the classroom simple, 
minimize behavior problems and maximize learning.

Accountability Under ESSA
Matt Morgan, Director of Data Analysis 
Room: A133 | 10:00 a.m. – 10:55 a.m.
Learn about the implications of ESSA for the state 
accountability plan and relevant timelines.

OCAS Updates
Nancy Hughes, Executive Director of Financial Accounting 
OCAS and Auditing
Room: A144 | 10:00 a.m. – 10:55 a.m.
This session will provide districts with assistance and 
updates on the FY16 Oklahoma Cost Accounting System 
(OCAS) revenue and expenditures submission and provide 
the FY17 coding changes to the OCAS system.

Title IX
Dr. Robyn Miller, Deputy Superintendent for Educator 
Effectiveness and Policy Research
Room: A147 | 10:00 a.m. – 10:55 a.m.
This session offers guidance in meeting the federal 
requirements of Title IX, including district coordinator 
assignment and climate survey administration. 

What’s Next in Federal Programs After 
ESSA?
Bo Merritt, Director of Finance, Federal Programs &
Gloria Bayouth, Executive Director of Federal Programs
Room: A149 | 10:00 a.m. – 10:55 a.m.
Participants will learn about the changes brought by ESSA 
across federal programs (Titles I-A, I-C, II-A, III-A, V & IX).

Accreditation: The Whole Story
OSDE Regional Accreditation Officers (RAOs)
Room: A153 | 10:00 a.m. – 10:55 a.m.
This session will cover general information, updates and 
changes in the accreditation application.

“Let’s Get Started” Schoolwide/School 
Improvement Plan and FY17 Project 
515 Budget Technical Assistance
Zada Farris, GMS/Grant Consultant
Room: A159 | 10:00 a.m. – 10:55 a.m.
Bring your laptops and join us for this hands-on technical 
assistance session for Project 515/Designated Schools. 
We will provide step-by-step instructions for creating your 
plans in GMS and walk you through any areas of concern. 
In this informal come-and-go, meet your assigned School 
Support Specialist, who can answer your questions about 
the school improvement process.

THURSDAY, JULY 21 | 9:00 A.M. – 9:55 A.M. 
REGULAR SESSIONS (CONTINUED)

LIVE STREAMING 
SESSION OVERFLOW

THURSDAY, JULY 21 | 10:00 A.M. – 10:55 A.M. 
REGULAR SESSIONS

SIGN UP FOR OUR 
NEWSLETTER

DON’T MISS OUT ON EDUCATION UPDATES

T E A C H E R S
VISIT SDE.OK.GOV
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OK Career Guide: College and Career 
Options for Students
Dr. Cindy Koss, Deputy Superintendent for Academic Affairs 
and Planning & Roberta Douglas, Oklahoma Department of 
Career and Technology Education
Room: A160 | 10:00 a.m. – 10:55 a.m.
This session will share the OK Career Guide, a powerful 
online tool that provides career and educational resources 
for students searching for career and college options.

OK EdPlan Updates
Angela Kwok, Director of Instruction, Special Education 
Services
Room: Media Center | 10:00 a.m. – 10:55 a.m.
OK EdPlan is the electronic database for Oklahoma’s 
Eligibility, Section 504 and Individualized Education 
Programs (IEPs). In this session, we will update district 
administrators on practices, changes over the summer and 
how the system will operate for the current school year 
with an emphasis on ensuring districts have compliant, 
finalized events. Time will be provided for questions or 
comments. 

Rooms: A156, A157, A158
Note: Room assignments are tentative. Check OSDE’s live 
Twitter feed (twitter.com/oksde) for the most up-to-date 
information.

Certification Pathways
Jeff Smith, Executive Director of Teacher Certification
Room: A109 | 11:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.
Review the most commonly used certification pathways 
and learn how to attain a credential including alternative, 
paraprofessional, out-of-state, non-traditional special 
education and emergency certifications.

Laws and Rules Update
Brad Clark, General Counsel to the State Board of Education
Room: A110 | 11:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.
This session will communicate new laws and rules and 
their implications on districts.

Engaging Students with Technology
Kurt Bernhardt, Executive Director of Education Technology
Room: A123 | 11:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.
There are many different ways to use technology 
to engage students in the classroom. From online 
collaboration and social media to computer coding and 
robotics, join the discussion on what works to engage 
students.

Secondary School Classroom 
Management for Leaders 
Desarae Witmer, Executive Director of School Support & 
Dr. Jeanene Barnett, Executive Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction
Room: A125 | 11:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.
At this session, district and building leaders will learn 
about proven and practical processes, procedures and 
strategies that, if implemented with fidelity, will build a 
culture of positive behavior and respect in secondary 
schools.

Early Childhood and 2016 Oklahoma 
Academic Standards
Sharon Morgan, Director of Early Childhood/RSA
Room: A127 | 11:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.
Are you ready to implement the 2016 Oklahoma 
Academic Standards? In this session, participants will 
explore appropriate grade-level teaching strategies that 
can easily be implemented in any classroom.

Assessments for New Standards
Dr. Cindy Koss, Deputy Superintendent for Academic Affairs 
and Planning & Dr. Katie Dunlap, Deputy Superintendent of 
Assessment and Accountability
Room: A133 | 11:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.
Learn what the new Oklahoma Academic Standards and 
assessments mean for teachers and administrators in 
2016-17.

SDE Federal Claims Procedures 
Matt Holder, Deputy Superintendent of Finance and Federal 
Programs; Zada Farris, GMS/Grant Consultant; Gloria 
Bayouth, Executive Director of Federal Programs & Nancy 
Hughes, Executive Director of Financial Accounting OCAS 
and Auditing
Room: A144 | 11:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.
This session will provide districts with comprehensive 
claims procedures to assist them in preparing federal 
claims through the Grants Management System (GMS).

Equitable Access to Excellent 
Educators Plan
Dr. Robyn Miller, Deputy Superintendent for Educator 
Effectiveness and Policy Research
Room: A147 | 11:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.
Join the conversation as we report on efforts to implement 
the State Equity Plan and target district- and site-level 
equity planning. Attendees will receive information on 
school culture and professional development as it relates 
to school improvement.

Suicide Prevention
Julie Geddes, Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse
Room: A153 | 11:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.
Districts will discuss policies and protocols for suicide 
prevention, intervention and postvention. Schools are 
often faced with students who may exhibit warning signs 
and have questions. When to act? Where to send them? 
Should I track these referrals? What if a student doesn’t 
get help? What do we do about reintegration back into 
the school day? Four districts will discuss their policies and 
procedures for the safety of both schools and students. 
Participants will receive sample protocols.

“Let’s Get Started” Schoolwide/School 
Improvement Plan and FY17 Project 
515 Budget Technical Assistance
Office of School Support
Room: A159 | 11:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.
Bring your laptops and join us for this hands-on technical 
assistance session for Project 515/Designated Schools. 
We will provide step-by-step instructions for creating your 
plans in GMS and walk you through any areas of concern. 
In this informal come-and-go, meet your assigned School 
Support Specialist, who can answer your questions about 
the school improvement process.

Oklahoma Academic Standards for 
Elementary ELA
Michele Sprague, Director of Elementary Language Arts &
Brenda Chapman, Director of Social Studies and Personal 
Financial Literacy
Room: A160 | 11:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.
Participants will become familiar with the new Oklahoma 
Academic Standards for English Language Arts and OSDE 
curriculum resources and have an opportunity to provide 
feedback.

Understanding Bullying: Prevention 
and Intervention
Joy Hermansen, Director of Prevention Services
Room: Lecture Hall B109 | 11:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.
This presentation features the latest cutting-edge 
research on bullying prevention. Discover the many forms 
bullying takes and its long-term effects. Begin your new 
school year with a better understanding of identifying, 
preventing, responding and reporting bullying behaviors.

Behavior, Discipline and the IEP 
Jo Anne Pool Blades, Program Manager for the Special 
Education Resolution Center at Oklahoma State University
Room: Media Center | 11:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.
This session will provide an overview of schoolwide 
behavior expectations and supports for students 
with disabilities. In addition, participants will receive 
information about discipline protections and procedural 
safeguards outlined in the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA). 

LIVE STREAMING 
SESSION OVERFLOW

THURSDAY, JULY 21 | 10:00 A.M. – 10:55 A.M. 
REGULAR SESSIONS (CONTINUED)

THURSDAY, JULY 21 | 11:00 A.M. – 11:55 A.M. 
REGULAR SESSIONS

SIGN UP FOR OUR 
NEWSLETTER

IS YOUR INBOX LOOKING A LITTLE DRAB?

T E A C H E R S

VISIT SDE.OK.GOV
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Rooms: A156, A157, A158
Note: Room assignments are tentative. Check OSDE’s live 
Twitter feed (twitter.com/oksde) for the most up-to-date 
information.

Oklahoma Academic Standards for 
Middle School ELA
Josh Flores, Director of Secondary English Language Arts
Room: A105 | 1:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m.
Join fellow teachers as they dig into the new Oklahoma 
Academic Standards for English Language Arts and 
OSDE curriculum resources. Participants will have the 
opportunity to provide feedback related to curriculum 
resources for standards implementation. 

Science Assessment: Making Thinking 
Visible
Tiffany Neill, Director of Science
Room: A109 | 1:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m.
Explore classroom assessment strategies aligned to the 
Oklahoma Academic Standards for Science. This session 
will be geared toward effective strategies for “informative 
assessments” that make student thinking visible. K-12 
educators will walk away with diverse strategies for diverse 
learners. The session will also include an introduction to 
the statewide summative assessment structure for 5th 
grade, 8th grade and Biology I.

High School Math Task Force 
Levi Patrick, Director of Secondary Mathematics
Room: A137 | 1:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m.
Join other teachers to dig into the new Oklahoma 
Academic Standards for Mathematics. Participants will 
experience firsthand what true mathematics looks like 
and then create tasks to stimulate curiosity and drive 
engagement in their classrooms. Bring a laptop and be 
ready to collaborate!

Lower Elementary Math Task Force
Robbyn Glinsmann, Director of Elementary Mathematics
Room: Lecture Hall B109 | 1:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m.
Join other teachers to dig into the new Oklahoma 
Academic Standards for Mathematics. Participants will 
experience firsthand what true mathematics looks like 
and then create tasks to stimulate curiosity and drive 
engagement in their classrooms. Bring a laptop and be 
ready to collaborate!

Introduction to Health Standards
Sherry Fisher, Director of Health and Physical Education
Room: A110 | 1:00 p.m. – 1:55 p.m.
Join this session and share resources to build lesson plans 
with the new Oklahoma Academic Standards for Health 
Education. 

Ensuring Quality for Open Educational 
Resources (OER)
Kurt Bernhardt, Executive Director of Education Technology 
Room: A123 | 1:00 p.m. – 1:55 p.m.
Learn about Open Educational Resources (OERs), which 
include learning materials that can be used to develop 
standards-based lessons and free online resources. 

Multiple Tiered Support Systems 
(MTSS)
Desarae Witmer, Executive Director of School Support & 
Dr. Jeanene Barnett, Executive Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction
Room: A125 | 1:00 p.m. – 1:55 p.m.
MTSS uses the principles of Response to Intervention (RTI) 
and Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports (PBIS) 
and integrates a continuum of system-wide resources, 
strategies, structures and practices. This session will 
provide a framework to help sites begin to explore ideas 
and strategies for implementing a schoolwide plan that 
will help meet the needs of all learners.

Early Childhood and 2016 Oklahoma 
Academic Standards
Sharon Morgan, Director of Early Childhood/RSA
Room: A127 | 1:00 p.m. – 1:55 p.m.
Are you ready to implement the 2016 Oklahoma 
Academic Standards? In this session, participants will 
explore appropriate grade-level teaching strategies that 
can easily be implemented in any classroom.

State Assessments Update
Craig Walker, Executive Director of Assessment
Room: A133 | 1:00 p.m. – 1:55 p.m.
We’ll discuss the following topics: Oklahoma school 
testing program overview and changes; testing schedules 
and windows; access to state assessment resources; 
expected milestones; introduction to the various 
applications; accessing vendor reports and state testing 
accommodations.

FY17 Budget Overview
Matt Holder, Deputy Superintendent of Finance and Federal 
Programs & Carolyn Thompson, Chief of Government Affairs
Room: A144 | 1:00 p.m. – 1:55 p.m.
Learn about budget updates and have your questions 
ready for us!

Certification Pathways
Jeff Smith, Executive Director of Teacher Certification
Room: A147 | 1:00 p.m. – 1:55 p.m.
Review the most commonly used certification pathways 
and learn how to attain a credential including alternative, 
paraprofessional, out-of-state, non-traditional special 
education and emergency certifications.

Title I Flexibility
Bo Merritt, Director of Finance, Federal Programs & Gloria 
Bayouth, Executive Director of Federal Programs
Room: A149 | 1:00 p.m. – 1:55 p.m.
Participants will receive information about schoolwide 
flexibility, consolidation of funds and fiscal requirements.

Suicide Prevention
Julie Geddes, Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse
Room: A153 | 1:00 p.m. – 1:55 p.m.
Districts will discuss policies and protocols for suicide 
prevention, intervention and postvention. Schools are 
often faced with students who may exhibit warning signs 
and have questions. When to act? Where to send them? 
Should I track these referrals? What if a student doesn’t 
get help? What do we do about reintegration back into 
the school day? Four districts will discuss their policies and 
procedures for the safety of both schools and students. 
Participants will receive sample protocols.

LUNCH
12:00 P.M. – 1:15 P.M.

LUNCH WITHOUT LUNCH: 
TALK WITH SUPT. HOFMEISTER ABOUT ESSA
THURSDAY 12:00 P.M. – 1:00 P.M. | ROOM: MEDIA CENTER

In December, Congress passed the new Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), the federal education 
law that replaces No Child Left Behind. ESSA, which 
restores many aspects of education policy and 
decision-making back to state and local education 
authorities, requires states to gather stakeholder 
feedback for use in their comprehensive plans. 
Join State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Joy Hofmeister for a special discussion and ensure 
your voice is heard as we shape the future of public 
education in Oklahoma. Bring your own sack lunch 
and join the conversation.

THURSDAY, JULY 21 | 1:00 P.M. – 2:55 P.M. 
EXTENDED SESSIONS

THURSDAY, JULY 21 | 1:00 P.M. – 1:55 P.M. 
REGULAR SESSIONS

LIVE STREAMING 
SESSION OVERFLOW

SIGN UP FOR OUR 
NEWSLETTER

START OFF THE SCHOOL YEAR IN THE KNOW

T E A C H E R S

VISIT SDE.OK.GOV
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“Let’s Get Started” Schoolwide/School 
Improvement Plan and FY17 Project 
515 Budget Technical Assistance
Zada Farris, GMS/Grant Consultant
Room: A159 | 1:00 p.m. – 1:55 p.m.
Bring your laptops and join us for this hands-on technical 
assistance session for Project 515/Designated Schools. 
We will provide step-by-step instructions for creating your 
plans in GMS and walk you through any areas of concern. 
In this informal come-and-go, meet your assigned School 
Support Specialist, who can answer your questions about 
the school improvement process.

Laws and Rules Update
Brad Clark, General Counsel to the State Board of Education
Room: A160 | 1:00 p.m. – 1:55 p.m.
This session will communicate new laws and rules and 
their implications on districts.

Establishing Effective Classroom 
Management 
Dr. Gary Duhon, Professor of School Psychology at 
Oklahoma State University
Room: Media Center | 1:00 p.m. – 1:55 p.m.
In this session, we will discuss the foundational 
requirements for classroom management, including 
establishing classroom expectations, developing routines 
and ensuring efficient transitions as well as how to set 
up a classroom management system that minimizes 
disruption and maximizes instructional time. 

Rooms: A156, A157, A158
Note: Room assignments are tentative. Check OSDE’s live 
Twitter feed (twitter.com/oksde) for the most up-to-date 
information.

Legislative Update
Carolyn Thompson, Chief of Government Affairs
Room: Auditorium | 2:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m.
We will look at bills passed in the 2016 Oklahoma 
legislative session that affect all areas of education, 
including instruction, curriculum, assessment, 
accountability, finance, personnel issues, teacher 
certification, school board policy, school site requirements 
and much more.

Introduction to Physical Education 
Standards 
Sherry Fisher, Director of Health and Physical Education 
Room: A110 | 2:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m.
Join this session and align your lesson plans with the new 
Oklahoma Academic Standards for Physical Education.

Engaging Students with Technology
Kurt Bernhardt, Executive Director of Education Technology
Room: A123 | 2:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m.
There are many different ways to use technology 
to engage students in the classroom. From online 
collaboration and social media to computer coding and 
robotics, join the discussion on what works to engage 
students.

Co-Teaching and All Its Glory!
Janel Cypert, School Support Specialist
Room: A125 | 2:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m.
In this presentation, participants will learn about the 
research, law and various models supporting successful 
implementation of co-teaching. Presenters will model 
co-teaching throughout the workshop and share their 
classroom experiences. This is an interactive workshop, 
and participants will leave with ideas and materials to 
implement and share at their sites.  

Elementary Classroom Management
Sharon Morgan, Director of Early Childhood/RSA
Room: A127 | 2:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m.
Elementary teachers can make this the best year ever by 
learning classroom management strategies to establish a 
positive classroom culture. Participants will create a grade 
level-appropriate behavior system and gain practical 
classroom tips to make life in the classroom simple, 
minimize behavior problems and maximize learning.

Accountability Under ESSA
Matt Morgan, Director of Data Analysis 
Room: A133 | 2:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m.
Learn about the implications of ESSA for the state 
accountability plan and relevant timelines.

Understanding Bullying: Prevention 
and Intervention
Joy Hermansen, Director of Prevention Services
Room: A144 | 2:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m.
This presentation features the latest cutting-edge 
research on bullying prevention. Discover the many forms 
bullying takes and its long-term effects. Begin your new 
school year with a better understanding of identifying, 
preventing, responding and reporting bullying behaviors.

TLE Update: Moving From Compliance-
Driven to Performance-Driven
Dr. Jason Perez, Executive Director of Teacher and Leader 
Effectiveness
Room: A147 | 2:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m.
Recent legislative action has brought positive changes 
to the TLE process. This session will cover legislative 
changes, new supports and learning opportunities for 
educators and how our evaluation process can become a 
helpful tool.

What’s Next in Federal Programs After 
ESSA?
Bo Merritt, Director of Finance, Federal Programs &
Gloria Bayouth, Executive Director of Federal Programs
Room: A149 | 2:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m.
Participants will learn about the changes brought by ESSA 
across federal programs (Titles I-A, I-C, II-A, III-A, V & IX).

Accreditation: The Whole Story
OSDE Regional Accreditation Officers (RAOs)
Room: A153 | 2:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m.
This session will cover general information, updates and 
changes in the accreditation application.

“Let’s Get Started” Schoolwide/School 
Improvement Plan and FY17 Project 
515 Budget Technical Assistance
Zada Farris, GMS/Grant Consultant
Room: A159 | 2:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m.
Bring your laptops and join us for this hands-on technical 
assistance session for Project 515/Designated Schools. 
We will provide step-by-step instructions for creating your 
plans in GMS and walk you through any areas of concern. 
In this informal come-and-go, meet your assigned School 
Support Specialist, who can answer your questions about 
the school improvement process.

Oklahoma Academic Standards for 
Elementary ELA
Michele Sprague, Director of Elementary Language Arts &
Brenda Chapman, Director of Social Studies and Personal 
Financial Literacy
Room: A160 | 2:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m.
Participants will become familiar with the new Oklahoma 
Academic Standards for English Language Arts and OSDE 
curriculum resources and have an opportunity to provide 
feedback.

Special Education Updates
Shawna Keene, Behavioral Specialist, Special Education 
Services
Room: Media Center | 2:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m.
This session will provide district and school staff 
information and updates regarding compliance, finance, 
reporting and alternate assessments. Topics include: OK 
EdPlan, the Oklahoma Alternate Assessment Program 
(OAAP), Oklahoma State Systemic Improvement Plan 
(SSIP), Child Count, budget workshops, closeouts and the 
State Personnel Development Grant (SPDG). Time will be 
provided for questions or comments. 

Rooms: A156, A157, A158
Note: Room assignments are tentative. Check OSDE’s live 
Twitter feed (twitter.com/oksde) for the most up-to-date 
information.

THURSDAY, JULY 21 | 1:00 P.M. – 1:55 P.M.  
REGULAR SESSIONS (CONTINUED)

LIVE STREAMING 
SESSION OVERFLOW LIVE STREAMING 

SESSION OVERFLOW

THURSDAY, JULY 21 | 2:00 P.M. – 2:55 P.M.  
REGULAR SESSIONS

SIGN UP FOR OUR 
NEWSLETTER

DON’T MISS OUT ON EDUCATION UPDATES

T E A C H E R S
VISIT SDE.OK.GOV
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SEE WHAT YOU HAVE BEEN MISSING!

T E A C H E R S

SIGN UP FOR OUR 
NEWSLETTER
VISIT SDE.OK.GOV

LEGISLATIVE REPORTS 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT LINKS 

EDUCATION NEWS FROM ACROSS THE STATE

FREE RESOURCES

MESSAGES FROM SUPT. HOFMEISTER

TEACHING TIPS

INSPIRING CLASSROOM STORIES 

 AND SO MUCH MORE!


