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Alignment to Learning Forward Standards 

•The new education law, Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), redefines professional 
development with a purposeful influence from Learning Forward.  

•Learning Forward, a national association recognized as leaders in professional learning, 
has established standards for professional learning that set a high bar for quality learning 
experiences.  

•This session aligns to the following standard(s): 

 

•Data:  Professional learning that increases educator effectiveness and results for all students uses a 
variety of sources and types of student, educator, and system data to plan, assess, and evaluate 
professional learning. 

•Outcomes: Professional learning that increases educators effectiveness and results for all students aligns 
its outcomes with educator performance and student curriculum standards.  



Agenda  

1.RSA Overview 

2.Pathways to Promotion 

3.Good Cause Exemptions 



Purpose of RSA 

“The purpose of the Reading Sufficiency Act is to 

ensure that each child attains the necessary 

reading skills by completion of the third grade 

which will enable that student to continue 

development of reading skills and to succeed 

throughout school and life.” 

70 O.S. § 1210.508B.B 

 



RSA Web 
Page 

Access to RSA 
Information and 
Documentation 

http://sde.ok.gov/sde/read

ing-sufficiency 
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RSA Reporting Timeline 

1. K-3 End of Year report 
Opened May 2, 2017; closed June 1, 2017 
 

2. Annual District Reading Plan report 
Opened May 2, 2017; closes August 31, 2017 

 
3. Third Grade Promotion and Retention report 

Opens August 1, 2017; closes October 31, 2017 
 

4. Beginning of Year report 
Opens September 1, 2017; closes October 2, 2017 

 



RSA Screeners 

 “Each student enrolled in kindergarten, first, second and 

third grade of the public schools of this state shall be 

assessed at the beginning and end of each school year 

using a screening instrument approved by the State Board 

of Education for the acquisition of reading skills including, 

but not limited to, phonemic awareness, phonics, reading 

fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.” 

70 O.S. § 1210.508C.B 

 



RSA Screening Instruments 

Oklahoma K-3 Screening Instruments for Reading 
 

  iREADY Diagnostic 
Literacy First 
MAP 
MPG 
mCLASS:  DIBELS Next 
STAR 
Woodcock Reading 
Fountas and Pinnell* (required to 
include Phonics and Phonemic 
Awareness) 

   

 Aimsweb 

Children’s Progress Academic 

Assessment 

DIBELS Next 

Developmental Reading 

Assessment (DRA) 

easyCBM 

 Istation* 

*Added in Spring 2017 for the 

2017-2018 School Year 
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Student Reading Proficiency Team 
Any 1st, 2nd, or 3rd grader not reading at grade level shall be entitled to 
individualized remediation. 
 
---Student Reading Proficiency Team (SRPT) develops a plan for     
•       individualized remediation. 

• SRPT includes parent/guardian, current teacher responsible for 
reading, a future reading teacher in next grade, and reading 
specialist (if available).  

• This team at the 1st and 2nd grade determines a plan for 
remediation.  

 
 



 
Samples of Academic Progress Plans 

are available on the OSDE Website  
 

www.sde.ok.gov/sde/rsa-coordinators-district-administrators-reading-sufficiency 
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Family Notification 
Kindergarten Through Third Grade 

 

• Upon demonstrating the proficiency through the screening, the district shall 

provide notification to the parent(s) and/or guardian(s) of the student that 

they have satisfied the requirements of the Reading Sufficiency Act and will 

not be subject to retention pursuant to this section.  (70 O.S. § 

1210.508C.H.1) 

 

• The parent of any student who is found to have a reading deficiency and is 

not reading at the appropriate grade level and has been provided a 

program of reading instruction as provided for in subsection B of this 

section shall be notified in writing of the following. (70 O.S. § 1210.508C.I) 

 



Why are New Cut Scores Being Set This Summer? 

• Spring 2016 New Oklahoma Academic 

Standards for English Language Arts approved 

• Spring 2017 New assessments aligned to the 

Oklahoma Academic Standards for English 

Language Arts 

• Summer 2017 New cut scores aligned to the 

assessments and content standards 



Assessment Standard-Setting 

Standard-setting is the process that allows 

Oklahoma educators to make expert judgments 

about the content that a student should know and 

be able to do.   
 



RSA Reporting 

 Each student will receive one of two statuses on 

the 3rd grade reading report based on the criteria 

in the law: 

 

• Meets RSA Criteria 

• Does Not Meet RSA Criteria 
 



Assessment Contact 

Maria Harris 

Director of Assessment & Data Literacy 

Maria.Harris@sde.ok.gov 

(405)522-3298 

mailto:Maria.Harris@sde.ok.gov
mailto:Maria.Harris@sde.ok.gov


 
 
 

RSA Pathways 
to Promotion 



Key Points - RSA Decisions 
•RSA Pathways are designed to allow for the best decision for 
each individual student. 

•Promotion decisions are based on multiple criteria and never 
on a single test score.  

•The Student Reading Proficiency Team includes the parent 
and/or guardian, the teacher assigned to the student who had 
responsibility for reading instruction in current academic year, 
the teacher in reading who teaches in the subsequent grade 
level, and a certified reading specialist (if available) in order to 
make the best informed decision for each individual student.  

 



Pathways to Promotion 

Pathway 1 
Scoring at the end-of-3rd grade proficiency on a 

district adopted screener from the list of the 15 

approved by the State Board of Education. 
 

70 O.S. §1210.508C.H.1  



Pathways to Promotion 

Pathway 2 

Qualifying for one of the 7 Good 

Cause Exemptions (see slides 24-31) 

 

70 O.S. §1210.508C.K  



Pathways to Promotion 

Pathway 3 
Successfully complete a Summer Academy Reading 

Program (SARP) AND one of the following: 

• Scoring at least at the 45th percentile on one of the four state 

approved alternative reading assessments* 

• Demonstrating mastery of 3rd grade reading skills through a 

student portfolio 

• Demonstrating end-of-3rd grade proficiency on district 

adopted screener 
 



Pathways to Promotion 

*4 Approved Alternative Assessments 
1. Stanford Achievement Test, Tenth Edition, (SAT 10) - 45th 

percentile 

2. Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) Complete Battery Form A, 

C, or E, Level 9, Reading Comprehension - 45th percentile 

3. Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) Core Battery Form A, C, or 

E, Level 9, Reading Comprehension - 45th percentile 

4. TerraNova, Third Edition Complete Battery Level 13, Reading 

-  45th percentile 
 

70 O.S. §1210.508C.K.3  



Pathways to Promotion 

Pathway 4 
 Receiving an approval for probationary    

promotion through a conference with the Student 

Reading Proficiency Team (SRPT) that is then 

approved by the principal and superintendent. 

70 O.S. §1210.508C.H.4a 



 
 

Good Cause  
Exemptions 

                                       

                                                          70 O.S. §1210.508C.K 
 



Good Cause Exemption 1 

 English Learners who have had less than 

two years of instruction in English and 

are identified as LEP/EL on a screening 

tool approved by OSDE. 
 



Good Cause Exemption 2 

Students with an Individualized Education Program 

(IEP) and are assessed with OAAP*. 

 

*Oklahoma Alternate Assessment Program (OAAP) 

 



Good Cause Exemption 3 

 Students who demonstrate an acceptable level 

of performance on an alternative 

standardized reading test approved by State 

Board of Education. 



Good Cause Exemption 4  

 Students who demonstrate through a teacher-

developed portfolio that they can read on 

grade level. Portfolio shall include evidence of 

the student’s mastery of the state standards in 

reading equal to grade-level performance on 

the Oklahoma School Testing Program (OSTP). 



Good Cause Exemption  4 

• Includes demonstration of mastery of the essential 

components of reading: 

1. Phonemic Awareness 

2. Phonics 

3. Vocabulary 

4. Comprehension 

5. Reading Fluency 

• The portfolio shall include clear evidence that 

reading comprehension and vocabulary portions of 

the 3rd grade test have been met. 



Good Cause Exemption 5 

 Students with disabilities who take the OSTP and 

have an IEP that states they have received 

intensive remediation in reading for more than 

two years but still demonstrate a deficiency in 

reading and were previously retained one year or 

were in a transitional grade during PK, 

kindergarten, first, second, or third grade. 
 



Good Cause Exemption 6 

 Students who received intensive remediation in 

reading for two or more years but still 

demonstrate a deficiency in reading and who 

already have been retained in PK, 

kindergarten, first, second, or third grade for 

a total of two years.  Transitional grades 

count. 



Good Cause Exemption 7 

 Students facing exceptional emergency 

circumstances which prevent the student 

from being assessed during the testing 

window.  These requests must be approved 

by the Office of Accountability and 

Assessment.  



New Legislation for 2017 

• Student Reading Proficiency Teams (SRPT) are 

permanent.  

• All grade levels require the same members: 
• Parent 

• Current teacher 

• Teacher from subsequent grade level 

• Reading Specialist (if available)* 

 
(HB 1760 / SB 84) 

 



Contact Information  

Danielle Calvin 

Director of Elementary ELA 

Danielle.Calvin@sde.ok.gov 

405-521-3034 

 

Sharon Morgan 

Director of Early Childhood 

Sharon.Morgan@sde.ok.gov 

405-522-3241 

 

Timmie Spangler 

Director of Instructional Materials/Library 

Timmie.Spangler@sde.ok.gov 

405-521-3456 

 
 

Dionne Jordan-Mock 

Coordinator for Literacy 

Dionne.Jordan-Mock@sde.ok.gov 

405-521-4096 

 

Vickie Hale 

Coordinator II 

Vickie.Hale@sde.ok.gov 

405-521-4287 

 

All Staff Directory 
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